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Thank you Mr MC

Good afternoon ladies and gentlemen.

May I also extend my personal thanks to each and everyone for your presence here this afternoon.  It is much appreciated.

Ladies and gentlemen, let me make a few comments regarding the Jhb. Int. Motor Show.

The Johannesburg Int. Motor Show 2008 represents the 7th national Automotive Industry exhibition in succession in SA.

As in the past it will be jointly organized and administered by Naamsa and Kagiso Exhibitions and Events.  As of 2008, however, on the basis of a 50/50 joint venture company established between Naamsa and Kagiso Exhibitions & Events to organize the first ever JHB. Intl. Motor Show.
The exhibition will be held every two years and this year’s event promises to be the biggest and best ever with an expected participation of some 300 exhibitors of automotive components and accessories, over 45 car brands and some 20 trucking and bus companies.  Furthermore we expect over 300,000 visitors to the exhibition – many of the visitors will be from African countries, Europe and the Far East.

South Africans love their motor cars and all major manufacturers will use the JHB. Int. Motor Show 2008 during October to showcase their products as well as the capabilities of the South African automotive industry.

Manufacturers constantly strive to improve their products, not simply by making them more glamorous and attractive, but also by making them safer, more secure, more economical and more environmentally friendly.  

Visitors to this year’s JHB. Intl. Motor Show exhibition will be able to see the latest automotive technological enhancements in vehicles marketed in South Africa.

Incidentally, some 27 new brands have entered the SA automotive market since the last motor show.  Jhb. Intl. Motor show offers visitors the opportunity to enjoy the incredible variety of brands at one venue.  As at all the major international motor shows, of which the Jhb. Intl. Motor Show is a major Southern Hemisphere event on the international automotive show calendar,  every aspect of every new car is examined and assessed by potential buyers and motoring journalists alike, and then written and broadcast by the latter in incredible detail and discussed by the former, with even more passion!
The automotive industry is the biggest industry in the manufacturing sector in SA and the JHB. Intl. Motor Show provides an appropriate platform for showcasing products and exports into Southern Africa, Africa and world markets as a whole.
Many overseas visitors and trade delegations to this year’s event will attest to that reality.

Industry exports of SA produced motor vehicles is expected to reach a record 300,000 units this year which together with vehicles produced for the local market will translate into record industry production for 2008 of over 600,0000 units.

The domestic market is under pressure, but exports are booming.  This will support vehicle and component manufacturing operations, assist in reducing the industry deficit and should increase the industry’s contribution to SA’s GDP.  
As I have pointed out on recent previous occasions, as far as the domestic market is concerned, it is not all doom and gloom.
Admittedly both the economy and total vehicle sales are retreating from unprecedented highs – when they were almost overheating in fact – but the cloud does have a silver lining and the motor industry remains a very strong component of the overall economy.

It is interesting to note that total sales last year were more than double the figure for 1999 – only eight years previously.  This growth is truly phenomenal by any standard, anywhere in the world.  Giving our situation even greater perspective is the fact that we have put 2,5-million new vehicles on our country’s roads in the past five years – 2003-2007 – compared to 1,5-million in the previous five years – 1999-2002.

The status of the Johannesburg International Motor Show has been significantly enhanced by the accreditation by the International Organisation of Vehicle Manufacturers of the Jhb. event onto the international calendar of automotive exhibitions.

The accreditation represents an important step in South Africa’s integration into the global automotive industry and will without doubt increase the focus of the international automotive industry on SA.
There is every likelihood that multinational automotive corporations will consider future Johannesburg Int. Motor Show events to launch new vehicles into Southern Hemisphere markets.  Johannesburg now joins Sydney, Buenos Aires and Sao Paulo as venues for major shows in the Southern Hemisphere.

A very important development for the S A motor industry is that by the time of the show the industry should know the outcome of the MIDP review and details of automotive policy through 2020, thereby enabling the industry to plan with greater certainty.

Ladies and gentlemen, let me touch upon a subject that affects the S A automotive industry and South African motorists alike, and that is the importance of aligning S A fuel standards with international fuel specifications and vehicle technology.

World wide, poor air quality is related to approximately three million deaths each year and contributes to the plight of millions more around the world who suffer from asthma, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, cardiovascular disease, and lung cancer.

The growth in urban travel,  so apparent in SA at this time, will further exacerbate this problem unless steps are taken to reduce emissions.   Vehicles, both petrol and diesel, emit significant quantities of nitrogen oxides, sulphur oxides, particles, carbon monoxide and hydrocarbons.  These pollutants can be reduced by adopting lower sulphur and lead free fuels and at the same time integrating this with the introduction of new vehicle technology and emission control devices.

NAAMSA was instrumental in persuading government and the fuel industry to phase-out leaded petrol in South Africa from the beginning of 2006.  The phase-out of leaded fuel, primarily for health and environmental reasons, coincided with the introduction of a new octane structure for unleaded and lead replacement fuel in South Africa.  This resulted in the introduction of a 95 octane unleaded petrol in South Africa’s inland areas together with a 93 octane unleaded as well as a lead replacement fuel.  This was consistent with international trends which legislated 95 octane fuel as the primary unleaded petrol grade to provide an optimum balance between the increased refining requirements of oil companies and the significantly improved fuel efficiency of modern, high technology vehicles.
Cleaner fuels means cleaner vehicles and ultimately a better and healthier environment.  More recently, in line with international developments, the focus has shifted to reducing sulphur in petrol and diesel specifically to accommodate the high tech, emission control equipment of modern vehicles.  NAAMSA has informed government of the need to legislate a reduction of petrol and diesel sulphur levels, as soon as practically possible.  This is essential to ensure that vehicle manufacturers will be able to produce and import the latest new generation low fuel consumption and ultra-low emissions vehicles which will become standard throughout most of the world from 2010 onwards.  South Africa cannot afford to remain out of step with global trends and standards.
The imperative of fuel quality improvements will directly contribute to the achievement of environmental objectives by improving air quality and a healthier environment and, from the perspective of the automotive industry, will enable the South African market to offer environmentally friendly, highly fuel efficient, high technology vehicles – cars, SUV’s, light commercial vehicles as well as trucks and buses.

It is NAAMSA’s view that, in the final instance, the oil companies should supply the fuels consistent with international specifications and the needs of South African automotive companies and motorists.
If SA is serious about improving air quality and a healthier environment and if we want to enjoy the fuel efficiency benefits of high technology vehicles, we simply cannot afford to be out of step with constantly changing global trends and standards.

Finally, ladies & gentlemen, as far as the 2008 Johannesburg International Motor show is concerned, we are fortunate in having the Expo Centre as our venue, a venue which is almost unique among international motor show venues, by offering, apart from substantial indoor space, also a great deal of outdoor space for exhibits and driving experiences thereby offering the organizers the opportunity of delivery an all-encompassing “wow experience” for visitors to the show.  
Johannesburg International  Motor Show 2008 will be an all-inclusive automotive event, catering for all aspects of the S A motoring scene and will cover passenger cars, light commercial vehicles, medium and heavy trucks, buses and allied products, motor cycles, as well as, life-style automotive linked products.  
We are all looking forward to welcoming you to a Jhb International Motor Show of  world class standard and a “wow experience” for all the visitors.

Thank you.
